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Amendments to the Claim* ? 

Please cancel claim 1, amend claims 2-4 and 11 as follows. 
The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Cancelled) - 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus for an automotive vehicle, 
having a seatbelt, for restraining an occupant of the automotive 
vehicle by the seatbelt to protect the occupant, comprising: 

a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt; 

seatbelt attaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 

danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 
degree of danger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 
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control means for controlling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt, 

wherein said control means controls said motor so as to give 
a first predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant degree of danger is not detected by said danger 
degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to the occupant, and controls said motor so 
as to give a second predetermined amount of looseness to the 
seatbelt which is smaller than said first predetermined amount of 
looseness when the significant degree of danger is detected by 
said danger degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant , and 

wherein s aid danger degree detecting means comprises at 
least one of vehicle speed detecting means for detecting 
traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, brakincr detecting 
means for detecting stepoi ng-on of a brake pedal of the . 
automotive vehicle, steering ancle c h ance rate detecting means 
for detecting a rate o f chance in a steering angle of the 
automotive vehicle, amb ient illuminance detecting means for 
detecting ambient illum inance of the automotive vehicle, and 
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rfli^drop detecting means for detec ting raindrops on fcfta 
automotive vehicle . 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein 
34id dang er degr e e detecting means comprises dli least on e of 
vehicle sp G£d detectin g means for detecting trau e llng speed of 
5 the auLuuuAivc vehicle, Leaking du e lling mcana for det e cLii rg 

slapping ■ on of a brake pedal of fche automuLivc vehicle, Reeling 
englc change rate detecting ■ m e ans foi delating a vat a of change 
in a steemg angle of the automotive vehicle/ ambient 
illuminance detecting me ana for detecting ambient illuu t inauud erf 

10 the auUuuulivc vehicle, and raindrop detecting meams Iul 

detecting raindrops on 1 the automohive v e hicle, said danger degree 
detecting means detecting detects the significant degree of 
danger if said vehicle speed detecting means detects that the 
traveling speed of the automotive vehicle is higher than a 

15 predetermined value and at the same time at least one of 

conditions is satisfied that the stepping-on of the brake pedal 
is detected by said braking detecting means, the steering angle 
change rate detecting means detects that the rate of change of 
the steering angle exceeds a predetermined value, the ambient 
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20 illuminance detecting means detects that the ambient illuminance 
of the automotive vehicle' is below a predetermined value, and the 
raindrop detecting means detects the raindrops on the automotive 
vehicle. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus os £lairm - d in ulaim 2, for an 

automotive vehicle, having a seatbelt. for restraining an 
occupant of the automotive ve hicle bv the seatbelt to protect the 

5 occupant, comprising 

"\ 

a motor for retracting a nd protracting the seatbelt: 
seatbelt attaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state di sconnected from the occupant; 
10 danger degree detecting means for detent-. i no a significant 

degree of danger of collisio n of the automotive vehicle: and 

control means for c ontrolling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a l imit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a pre determined amount of looseness to the seatbelt. 
•5 wherein said control means contro ls said motor so as to give 

a first predete rmined amount of looseness to the seatbelt. wh P n 
the significant degre e of danger is not detected bv said danger 
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degree detecting means whila the seatbelt is detected to be in 
sa^d state a ttached to the occupant, and controls said motor 5 n 

20 as to give a second predetermined amou nt of looseness to the 

aeqtbelt which is smaller th an said first predetermined amount of 
looseness when the signifi cant degree of danger is detected by 
said danger degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state atta ched to the occupant, and 

25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and braking detecting means for detecting a 
stepping-on force of a brake pedal of the automotive vehicle or 
stepping-on speed thereof, said control means controlling said 

30 motor such that rotational speed of said motor in retracting the 
seatbelt is higher as the stepping-on force or the stepping-on 
speed detected by said braking detecting means is larger, when 
the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a predetermined 

35 - value - 

Claim 5 (Original) . An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
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5 braking detecting means for detecting stepping-on of a brake 

pedal of the automotive vehicle, said control means controlling 
said motor such that rotational speed of said motor in retracting 
the seatbelt is higher as the traveling speed of the automotive 
vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting means is higher, 

.0 when the detected traveling speed is higher than a predetermined 
value and at the same time the stepping-on of the brake pedal is 
detected by said braking detecting means. 

Claim 6 (Original) . An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 

5 steering angle change rate detecting means for detecting a rate 
of change in a steering angle of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that rotational speed 
of said motor in retracting the seatbelt is higher as the rate of 
change in the steering angle detected by said steering angle 

0 change rate detecting means is larger, when the traveling speed 
of the automotive vehicle detected by said vehicle speed 
detecting means is higher than a predetermined value. 
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Claim 7 (Original) . An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
5 steering angle change rate detecting means for detecting a rate 
of change in a steering angle of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that rotational speed 
of said motor in retracting the seatbeit is higher as the 
traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
10 vehicle speed detecting means is higher, when the detected 

traveling speed is higher than a predetermined value and at the 
same time the rate of change in the steering angle detected by 
said steering angle change rate detecting means is larger than a 
predetermined value. 

Claim 8 (Original) - An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
5 ambient illuminance detecting means for detecting ambient 
illuminance of the automotive vehicle, said control means 
controlling said motor such that rotational speed of said motor 
in retracting the seatbeit is higher as the ambient illuminance 
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detected by said ambient illuminance detecting means is smaller, 
10 when the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by 

said vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a predetermined 
value. 

Claim 9 (Original) . An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
5 ambient illuminance detecting means for detecting ambient 
illuminance of the automotive vehicle, said control means 
controlling said motor such that rotational speed of said motor 
in retracting the seatbelt is higher as the traveling speed of 
the automotive vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting 
10 means is higher, when the detected traveling speed is higher than 
a predetermined value and at the same time the ambient 
illuminance detected by said ambient illuminance detecting means 
is smaller than a predetermined value. 

Claim 10 (Original) . An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
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5 raindrop detecting means for detecting raindrop on the automotive 
vehicle, said control means controlling said motor such that 
rotational speed of said motor in retracting the seatbelt is 
higher as the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected 
by said vehicle speed detecting means is higher, when the 
10 detected traveling speed is higher than a predetermined value and 
at the same time the raindrops are detected by said raindrop 
detecting means. 

Claim 11 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, for an 
automotive vehicle, having a seatbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of the automotive v ehicle bv the seatbelt to protect the 
5 occupant, comprising: 

a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt^ 

seatbelt attaching st ate detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant: 
L0 danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 

degree of d anger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 

control means for contro lling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predetermined amou nt of looseness to the seatbelt. 
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15 wherein said control mea ns controls said motor so as to g-ivg 

a first predetermined amou nt of looseness to the seatbelt whg.n 
the significant degree of da nger is not detected bv said danger 
degree detecting ir^eans while the seatbelt is detected to bfi in 
said state attached to the occupant, and controls said motor so 

20 as to give a se cond predetermined amount of looseness to the 

seatbelt which is smaller th an said first Predetermined amount of 
looseness when the significa nt degree of danger is detected bv 
said danger degree detecting me ans while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant, and 

25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and braking detecting means for detecting a 
stepping-on force of a brake pedal of the automotive vehicle or 
stepping-on speed thereof, said control means controlling said 

30 motor such that an amount of protraction of the seatbelt is 
smaller as the stepping-on force or the stepping-on speed 
detected by said braking detecting means is larger, when the 
traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a predetermined 

35 value. 
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Claim 12 (Original) . An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
5 braking detecting means for detecting stepping-on of a brake 

pedal of the automotive vehicle, said control means controlling 
said motor such that an amount of protraction of the seatbelt is 
smaller as the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected 
by said vehicle speed detecting means is higher, when the 
10 detected traveling speed is higher than a predetermined value and 
at the same time the stepping-on of the brake pedal is detected 
by said braking detecting means. 

Claim 13 (Original) . An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
5 a steering angle change rate detecting means for detecting a rate 
of change in a steering angle of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that an amount of 
protraction of the seatbelt is smaller as the rate of change in 
the steering angle detected by said steering angle change rate 
LO detecting means is larger, when the traveling speed of the 
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automotive vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting means 
is higher than a predetermined value. 

Claim 14 (Original) , An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
5 steering angle change rate detecting means for detecting a rate 
of change in a steering angle of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that an amount of 
protraction of the seatbelt is smaller as the traveling speed of 
the automotive vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting 
10 means is higher, when the detected traveling speed is higher than 
a predetermined value and at the same time the rate of change in 
the steering angle detected by said steering angle change rate 
detecting means is larger than a predetermined value. 

Claim 15 (Original) , An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
5 ambient illuminance detecting means for detecting ambient 
illuminance of the automotive vehicle, said control means 
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controlling said motor such that an amount of protraction of the 
seatbelt is smaller as the ambient illuminance detected by the 
ambient illuminance detecting means is smaller, when the 
10 traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 

vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a predetermined 
value. 

Claim 16 (Original) , An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2 r wherein said danger 
degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
ambient illuminance detecting means for detecting ambient 
illuminance of the automotive vehicle, said control means 
controlling said motor such that an amount of protraction of the 
seatbelt is smaller as the traveling speed of the automotive 
vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting means is higher, 
when the detected traveling speed is higher than a predetermined 
value and at the same time the ambient illuminance detected by 
the ambient illuminance detecting means is smaller than a 
predetermined value. 

Claim 17 (Original) . An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said danger 
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degree detecting means comprises vehicle speed detecting means 
for detecting traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, and 
5 raindrop detecting means for detecting raindrops on the 

automotive vehicle, said control means controlling said motor 
such that an amount of protraction of the seatbelt is smaller a 
the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
vehicle speed detecting means is higher, when the detected 
10 traveling speed is higher than a predetermined value and at the 
same time the raindrops are detected by said raindrop detecting 
means . 
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